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Archaeology Beyond the Academy
The University of Calgary Department of Archaeology and 

the Rise of Consulting Archaeology in Western Canada

The legacy of the U of C Archaeology 
Department is not complete without 
considering its’ contributions toward Cultural 
Resource Management studies.  This 
presentation discusses the role U of C 
Archaeology played in the rise of the CRM 
industry; the individuals involved, and the 
corporate entities that formed that were pivotal 
in shaping the industry over the last forty plus 
years in Alberta and beyond.  This talk goes on 
to highlight the greater contributions consulting 
has made to archaeological studies across 
Western Canada.

Brian Vivian is a Part Owner and Senior Project Archaeologist at Lifeways of Canada, and has been 
employed in Consulting Archaeology in Alberta since 1981. Brian obtained degrees in Archaeology 
and Anthropology from Simon Fraser University and the University of Calgary, and also completed 
his PhD Candidacy at Binghamton University in New York.  With near forty years of experience in 
the field, Brian has held permit for numerous surveys and excavations throughout Alberta, B.C., 
Saskatchewan, Montana, and Wyoming in addition to working on assorted research based 
projects in Ghana; the Canadian High Arctic; New Mexico, and in California between 1981 and 
1987.

Brian Vivian, Lifeways of Canada 
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